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2. Bible verse:
James 1:25 [NLT]
“…if you look carefully into the perfect law that 
sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t 
forget what you heard, then God will bless you for 
doing it.”

You’ve probably said 
it to your kids before - 
“I’m not just talking 
‘cause I like the sound 
of my own voice!” The 
Bible is a huge, 

detailed collection of God’s voice into your life. If 
we aren’t hearing and doing what He’s already told 
us, why should we expect to hear - and be able to 
apply - anything new?

Q. What’s something God has spoken to you 
recently through the Bible? 

Q. Has that new understanding produced 
any change in your life?

   1. Primary Statement: We all want to hear God’s voice - and it’s true, 
He’s speaking all the time - but actually doing what we hear… well, that’s 

another story. If you want to hear Him better, though, you need to 
put His words into practice
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When you talk to God today, ask Him to help you remember the things He’s already told 
you to do. Ask Him for the strength to do the difficult things, and for a constantly-renewed 
joy as you follow His instructions. And then go out and do it!

4. PRAYER FOCUS

3. discussion:
James 1:21 [NLT]

“So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, 
and humbly accept the word God has planted in your 

hearts, for it has the power to save your souls.”

Planted things may start small, 
but they grow and grow, until they 

produce something significant. 
God’s voice into your life is 

meant to do just that - produce 
sustained, big-time results over 
time. The more change His voice brings into your 
life, the better attuned to the Holy Spirit you’ll be, 
and the more easily you’ll hear Him in the future.

Q. Think of a time when you knew (either through 
the Bible, or directly from the Holy Spirit) that you 
needed to change something in your life, but you 

were reluctant to do it. Did God drop the subject, or 
did He keep reminding you? How do you think 

your reluctance affected your ability to 
hear God’s instructions in other 

areas of your life?



2. activity:

Place a backpack or suitcase in the 
middle of the floor and tell your children to 
pretend like they’re going to run away from 
home.  Ask them to go get one of each of 
the items they think they’d need if they were 
going to run away.

Q. What are some of the 
things you’ll have to leave 
behind?  Do you think you’ll 
miss them?

Q. How long do you think 
you could survive with what 
you’ve packed?

Tell your children you’re going to make it 
easier for them to carry their backpacks by 
taking away everything you’ve paid for or given 
them.  Have them remove every item from 
their backpacks that wasn’t given to 
them by someone other than 
you or they didn’t pay 
for themselves.

3. discussion: 
Q. Can you survive very 

long with the items leftover?

Q. What are some of the benefits 
you have when you live at home?

Q. What are some of the 
benefits you have when 

you follow God that you’d 
have to give up if you ran 

away from Him?

Q. What do you think life would be like if you 
didn’t have these benefits?

Q. Do you know anyone right now who is 
running away from God?  

Q. What might you say or do to help 
them “come to their senses?”

               “Runaway”
Family Devotional/Overflow Kids Discussion Guide
Subscribe to this family devotional at: abundantlifealton.com 
Or read the devotional on your Abundant Life App. August 4, 2019

  1. Power Verse: Psalm 91:2 “This I declare about the LORD: He alone is my refuge, 
my place of safety; he is my God, and I trust him.”

What’s up: “I Never Wanna Leave My Spiritual Home!”

This week, we start a brand new series called, “Come Home.” In this series, 
we’ll learn from the Parable of the Prodigal Son the importance of 

living at home- living in the Kingdom of God!

Pray for people you know who were once following God but now are running from Him.  
Pray that they would come home!  Also pray that none of the members of your family ever 
run from God.

4. PRAYER FOCUS


