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2. Bible verse:
Jonah 3:10-4:3 [NLT]
“When God saw what (the people of Nineveh) 
had done and how they had put a stop to their evil 
ways, he changed his mind and did not carry out the 
destruction he had threatened. This change of plans 
greatly upset Jonah, and he became very angry. ...Just 
kill me now, Lord! I’d rather be dead than alive if what 
I predicted will not happen.”

In Jonah’s day, the Assyrians of Nineveh were the 
“bad guys,” and Jonah was really hoping they’d 
get the Sodom and Gomorrah treatment.

Q. Think of a few people, groups or 
organizations that feel like enemies 
of the church, or of you as a 
Christian. Based on their actions, 
what kind of judgment (in this life 
and the next) do they deserve? 

How would that make the human side of you 
feel? Is that God’s preferred outcome for
their lives?

   1. Primary Statement: It’s always refreshing to see the “bad guys” 
in life get what they deserve, but in the economy of God’s grace, 

your enemy isn’t who you think it is.
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Spend time praying for your “enemies.” Ask God to bless them, even though they don’t 
deserve it. Ask the Holy Spirit to put love in your heart for them, and to use you to extend 
His kindness - and truth - to them.

4. PRAYER FOCUS

3. discussion:
Jonah 4:11 [NLT] “Nineveh has more 

than 120,000 people living in spiritual dark-
ness, not to mention all the animals,” (God replied). 

“Shouldn’t I feel sorry for such a great city?”
Luke 6:35-36 [NLT]

“…(God) is kind to those who are unthankful 
and wicked. You must be compassionate, 

just as your Father is compassionate

Through the lens of God’s grace, no human is 
the enemy. Hell is. God’s greatest desire for the 
antagonists in your life is not to nuke them, but 
to guide them back to repentance (genuine life 

change) by showing kindness and compassion.

Q. For those people / groups you listed, 
what are some ways you or the 

church as a whole could show them 
unexpected kindness and compassion?

Q. Coupled with an unwavering standard of God’s 
truth, how do you think these acts of 
compassion would be received, vs a 

picket line or boycott? Which 
approach better fits God’s 

long-term goal for 
those people?



2. activity:
Before you start, double some grocery 
bags and fill them with enough books or 
canned goods so your children can’t lift the 
bag easily. Then call your children in and 
ask them to pick up the bag. When they 
can’t, take one item out and ask them to lift 
it again. Continue doing this until the bag is 
easy for them to lift.

Q. If you knew that sometime in 
the future your life would 
depend on you being able to 
pick up something this heavy, 
what would you do? (Some type 

of weight training where they would start with 
smaller weights and work up to heavier ones; 
having someone train them.)

You’re going to face many types of 
problems in life. Some will be easy to 
overcome, but others may not be. All of 
the problems will be easier to face 
if you prepare ahead of time 
by learning to rely on 
God.

3. Discussion: 
If you never pray, read the Bible, 

or worship God, how easy do you
think it would be to rely on Him when you 

have a problem?

Q. Do you think you could 
pray or worship for an hour 

without stopping?

Q. How do you learn to pray 
or worship for longer periods of time?

By starting small and building good 
spiritual habits now, you’ll have the strength 

you need to face any problems that may 
come your way.
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  1. Power Verse: Psalm 55:16 “But I will call on God, and the Lord will rescue me.”

What’s up: “Building Good Character Makes Me Strong!”

This week, we continue our series called, “Spy Kids”. 
In this series, we’re learning from the story of Daniel!

Ask God to help you develop those spiritual habits so you can rely on Him when you face 
problems.

4. PRAYER FOCUS


