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Many times, God does something in a different way than what we 
are expecting, and it creates questions. Don’t be afraid of those 
questions, God has always been in the “different-than-expected” 
business.

Luke 2:10-18 (NLT)
“But the angel reas-
sured them. ‘Don’t be afraid!’ 
he said. ‘I bring you good news that 
will bring great joy to all people. The Savior—
yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in 
Bethlehem, the city of David! And you will recognize 
him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snug-
ly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.’ Suddenly, the 
angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies 
of heaven—praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God 
in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with 
whom God is pleased.’ When the angels had returned 
to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, ‘Let’s go 
to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.’ They hurried to the 
village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was 
the baby, lying in the manger. After seeing him, the 
shepherds told everyone what had happened and what 
the angel had said to them about this child. All who 
heard the shepherds’ story were astonished.”

Now, imagine 
you’re someone from 

Bethlehem who heard the 
report from the shepherds. 

Is it any harder for you to accept what 
you hear? The Messiah born in a stable? 

Craziness! 

How about the rapture of the church? 
Modern Christians have a picture 

of what we think that event will look 
like, but what if God does it 
in a way you don’t expect? 

Would that rattle you? 

We all have an idea of what God’s plan looks 
like, and it’s almost never what He actually 

does. There’s great reward in trusting 
amidst the questions. 

Remember the words of Jesus...
“Blessed are those who believe 

without seeing me.” 
(John 20:29)

Read the passage below and imagine yourself as one of those shepherds. 
Angels appear and tell you the Messiah has come, but in a totally 

different way than everything you’d ever assumed or 
believed. Do you think it would be hard to 

accept, even with the angels?
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Discussion
What issue in your life are you 
anticipating God’s action for? 

Is it okay if He responds in a way that 
doesn’t line up with your expectations?

Take a few minutes to pray 
together as a family: ask God to give 
you faith when you don’t understand 
His methods, and patience to wait for 
His timing.



Luke 2:10-18 (NLT)
“But the angel reassured 
them. ‘Don’t be afraid!’ he said. ‘I 
bring you good news that will bring great 
joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, 
the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city 
of David! And you will recognize him by this sign: You 
will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, 
lying in a manger.’ Suddenly, the angel was joined by 
a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising 
God and saying, ‘Glory to God in highest heaven, and 
peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.’ 
When the angels had returned to heaven, the shep-
herds said to each other, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
told us about.’ They hurried to the village and found 
Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying 
in the manger. After seeing him, the shepherds told 
everyone what had happened and what the angel had 
said to them about this child. All who heard the shep-
herds’ story were astonished.”

Imagine yourself as one of those shepherds. 
Angels appear and tell you the Messiah 
has come, but in a totally different 
way than everything you’d ever 
assumed or believed. 

Do you think it would be 
hard to accept, even 

with the angels?

Now, imagine you’re some-
one from Bethlehem who 
heard the report from the 

shepherds. Is it any harder for 
you to accept what you hear? 

The Messiah born in a stable? Craziness! 

How about the rapture of the church? 
Modern Christians have a picture of what we 
think that event will look like, but what if God 

does it in a way you don’t expect? 
Would that rattle you? 

We all have an idea of what God’s plan 
looks like, and it’s almost never what He 

actually does. There’s great reward in 
trusting amidst the questions. 

Remember the words of Jesus...
“Blessed are those who believe 

without seeing me.” 
(John 20:29)
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PRAYER FOCUS
What issue in your life are 
you anticipating God’s action 
for? Is it okay if He responds 
in a way that doesn’t line up 
with your expectations?

Take a few minutes to pray together as 
a family: ask God to give you faith when 
you don’t understand His methods, and 
patience to wait for His timing.

Many times, God does something in a different way than what we are expecting, 
and it surprises us. Sometimes we don’t understand why He does things 

the the way He does them, and that’s okay to question. It’s 
part of what it means to have faith. God has always 

been in the “different-than-expected” 
business.


