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In a world divided along many different lines, we as the church 
should be leading the way in unity and brotherhood.

Luke 12:51-53 
“Do you think that I 
have come to give peace 
on earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
division. For from now on in one house 
there will be five divided, three against two and 
two against three. They will be divided, father against 
son and son against father, mother against daughter 
and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her 
daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-
law.”

There’s great cultural pressure on the American 
Church to soften Jesus’ divisiveness and include 
every walk of life before the cross. 
Where do you feel like this pressure comes from 
the most? Have you felt it on an individual level? 

Without admitting sin and com-
ing to Jesus, there is no forgive-
ness for our world. It’s God’s 
mercy that calls us to leave our 
old life and make Him Lord. 
Does that idea change your per-
spective on the divisive-
ness of the cross?

Galatians 
3:26-28 

“For in Christ Jesus you are 
all sons of God, through faith. For 

as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew 

nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

Unity isn’t a destination- 
it’s a constant effort, 

pushing back against 
the divisive forces 

in the world around us. 

In which areas do you think Abundant Life is most 
united? In which areas do we struggle the most? 

How are other churches across America the same 
or different? Finally, what human lines of divi-

sion (gender, ethnicity, etc) presents the biggest 
challenge to you in your role as a part of God’s 

church? What can you do to improve that?

Consider again how the cross divides our world, yet unites us as believers. 
As you read the passages below, think about them not only in a 

broad scope, but also in your personal role 
as part of God’s church.
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Discussion
(1) Name a few ways that unity helps us as a church- 
 not only locally, but globally.
(2) What actions can we take as a local and global 
 church to be more united?

Take a few minutes to pray together as a family: 
ask the Holy Spirit to bind the hearts of all believers 
together in purpose, mutual respect, and 
unconditional love.



People in our world 
divide each other into 
groups in a lot of ways. What 
are some groups you can think of? 
(Parents: hints would be boys/girls, rich/poor, 
etc.)  Those types of groups make it easier to 
identify people, but they also make it easier to 
treat entire groups of people unfairly. Have you 
ever seen people treated badly because they were 
different?

God divides people, but 
only into 2 groups - those 
who accept Him as Lord, 
and those who reject Him.

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NIV) 
“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. When the lights are on, we can see 
things how they really are. That’s what happens when 
we make the right choices and live how God 
wants us to.”

When we make 
Jesus Lord of our life, 

we get a new identity- the 
only one that really 

matters - we are part 
of God’s family!

Galatians 3:26-28 (ESV) 
“For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through 

faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and 

female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

What God wants for all of His children is that we  
treat each other with love and respect.  

Remember, that though we may be different in 
many ways, we’re the same in the most important 

way- Jesus is our Lord.

1 Corinthians 1:10-13 (NLT) 
“Live in harmony with each other. Let there be 

no divisions in the church. Rather, be of 
one mind, united in thought 

and purpose.”

The people in our world need to see God’s light 
in us as the church. One of the most important 

things we can show them is how we love 
and respect one another.

We are one
Family Devotional/Overflow Kids Discussion Guide

When you have completed your discussions text: DISCIPLE and your name to 24587

November 20, 2016

PRAYER FOCUS

What is one way that you can show 
love and respect to someone in the 
church who is different than you?

Pray together as a family: ask the Holy 
Spirit to bind the hearts of all believers 
together in purpose, mutual respect, 
and unconditional love.


