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As sons and daughters of God, we don’t go to church - we are the 
church, and the local church is the hope of the world. What does that 
mean for us in today’s world? 

When light enters 
the room, we can 
clearly see the difference 
between things.

Isaiah 5:20 (NLT) “What sorrow for those who 
say that evil is good and good is evil, that dark is light 
and light is dark, that bitter is sweet and sweet is bitter.”

Have you seen examples of how growing dark-
ness in our culture blurs the line between right and 
wrong? How can your life lived “on a hilltop” bring 
light into your surroundings?  

Light divides. When God’s truth illuminates people’s 
lives, it forces a decision - do what pleases God or 
knowingly turn away from it.

John 3:19-21 (GWT) “This is why people are con-
demned: The light came into the world. Yet, people 
loved the dark rather than the light because their actions 
were evil. People who do what is wrong hate the light 
and don’t come to the light. They don’t want their actions 
to be exposed. But people who do what is true come to 
the light so that the things they do for God may be 
clearly seen.”

Have you ever 
felt the conviction 

of having your way of life 
exposed by God’s truth? 

Light leads. 
The ultimate goal of light 

is to call humans out of 
sin and back to God.

1 Peter 2:9 (NLT) 
“You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own 

possession. As a result, you can show others the 
goodness of God, for he called you out of the 

darkness into his wonderful light.”

Do you remember a time in your life before God 
called you into His light? What was it like when 

you first felt His forgiveness? As you think about 
that, how does that affect the way you think of 

others who are living in the darkness? 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:14 “You are the light of the world—like a city on a 
hilltop that cannot be hidden.” Listed below are effects that light 

should have in the world around us. Take a look at 
each and ask how you - as part of God’s 

church - are functioning in it.
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(1) Name a few ways that the Church in 
America is failing to be the light to our nation.  

   Name a few ways it is succeeding.
(2) How is your life as a family contributing to the 
     church being a good light - or a dim one?

Take a few minutes to prayer together 
as a family: ask the Holy Spirit to empower 
you to live a God-honoring life so that others 
can see, be confronted with their sin, and be called 
to God.



Jesus said in 
Matthew 5:14 “You are the 
light of the world—like a city on 
a hilltop that cannot be hidden.” What 
does it mean for us to be “light?”

Light defines. Ever notice how you 
can’t see things clearly in the dark? 
(Parents, try turning off the lights and 
having kids look around as an exam-
ple). Satan wants to make the world 
spiritually darker so people don’t know 
right from wrong.

Isaiah 5:20 (NLT) “What sorrow for those who say that 
evil is good and good is evil, that dark is light and light 
is dark, that bitter is sweet and sweet is bitter.”

When the lights are on, we can see things how 
they really are. That’s what happens when we 
make the right choices and live how God wants us 
to.

Light divides. When our friends see us living for 
God, they see how things are supposed to 
be, and they have to choose - keep 
living life in a selfish way, or 
treat people right and 
live God’s way.

John 3:19-21 (GWT) 
“This is why people are 

condemned: The light came into the 
world. Yet, people loved the dark rather than 

the light because their actions were evil. People 
who do what is wrong hate the light and don’t come to 
the light. They don’t want their actions to be exposed. 

But people who do what is true come to the light so 
that the things they do for God may be clearly seen.

How does it feel when someone catches you do-
ing something wrong? Does it make you want to 
change what you do next time?  Light leads. The 

reason God wants us to be a light to our friends is 
that He loves them, and He wants to have a rela-

tionship with Him.

1 Peter 2:9 (NLT) “You are royal priests, a holy nation, 
God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show 

others the goodness of God, for he called you out of 
the darkness into his wonderful light.”

When we live as God’s light in the world, He can use us 
to call people to make Him Lord and invite Him into 

their hearts. And when that happens, He can 
use their lives to call even more people 

to know Him. It’s a pattern that 
keeps growing and 

growing!

Church isn’t something you go to, it’s something 
you are. As a big group of people who love God 
and serve Him, we are the church, and it’s our 

job to affect the world for good.
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PRAYER FOCUS
1.  Are there people in your life who don’t 
     know God’s truth? 

2.  How can you show them by the way 
     you live?

Pray together as a family: ask the 
Holy Spirit to empower you to live a 
God-honoring life so that others can 
see, be confronted with their sin, 
and be called to God.


