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Doing something “In the name of Jesus” means being a person submitted to the 
authority of Jesus and being willing to stand in a given situation as Jesus in that 
moment.

John 3:16-18 ESV
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him. Whoever believes in him is not con-
demned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God.” 

Jesus said that it was belief in 
His name that made a person 
saved.

Discuss what the word “believes” means in this 
section of scripture.

•  Do you think it only means to believe that 
   Jesus is real?
•  Is it to believe that Jesus is God’s son?
•  Is it more?

Acts 19:11-16 ESV

“And God was doing 
extraordinary miracles by the hands 

of Paul, so that even handkerchiefs or aprons 
that had touched his skin were carried away to the 

sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits 
came out of them. Then some of the itinerant Jewish 

exorcists undertook to invoke the name of the Lord 
Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure 

you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” Seven sons 
of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. 
But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and 

Paul I recognize, but who are you?” And the man in 
whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all 

of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of 
that house naked and wounded.” 

Here’s an example of some men who tried to use   
 the name of Jesus and it didn’t work out well 
   for them.

Doing something “In the name of Jesus” means being a person submitted to the authority of Jesus and 
being willing to stand in a given situation as Jesus in that moment.

•  Fully submitted to Jesus
•  Wanting Jesus to get all the glory
•  Thinking about God’s kingdom more than our 
   kingdom.

Using a person’s name, in the biblical sense, meant you 
were representing them in that moment.
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Allow the Holy Spirit to lead you and help 
you act in Jesus’ place in this world.“God, 
help us to live like we believe in you. Holy 
Spirit, help us to do everything in life ‘in 

Jesus’ name,’ so your will is done on earth the 
way it is in heaven.”

Discussion



Read John 3:16-18 
and discuss how 
“believing” is more than 
mental agreement with an idea - 
it means living life like you believe 
He’s the Savior.

John 3:16-18 (Message) 
“This is how much God loved the world: He gave 
his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why: 
so that no one need be destroyed; by believing 
in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. 
God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his 
Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the 
world how bad it was. He came to help, to put 
the world right again. Anyone who trusts in him 
is acquitted; anyone who refuses to trust him has 
long since been under the death sentence without 
knowing it. And why? Because of that person’s 
failure to believe in the one-of-a-kind Son of 
God when introduced to him.” 

What does it mean 
when you hear 

the phrase, 
“Daddy or 

Mommy said?”

Illustration:  Use the illustration of a 
babysitter that is watching your child while you 

are gone and you have given a bedtime.  When 
the babysitter says, “Daddy/Mommy said it was 

time for bed,” that it’s just like you were there 
saying that.

When we pray in Jesus’ name, that means we’re 
speaking for Jesus. He’s there with us, even 

though we can’t see Him. As cool as that is, if 
we want to pray how Jesus would pray, we need 
to treat others how He would treat them, do the 

things He would do, and stay away from the 
things He would stay away from. When we live 

like Jesus, we can pray like Jesus and 
God will do some awesome 

things through us!

When we pray, we often end by saying, “in Jesus’ name.” 
The Bible shows us how praying, “in Jesus’ name,” 

is a lot more than a phrase.  It means praying 
how Jesus would pray.
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PRAYER FOCUS
When you pray, there’s nothing wrong 
with closing with, “in Jesus’ name,” 
but instead of thinking of it as a mag-
ical phrase, let it remind you to allow 
the Holy Spirit to lead you and help 
you act in Jesus’ place in this world.

“God, help us to live like we 
believe in you. Holy Spirit, 
help us to do everything in life, 
‘in Jesus’ name,’ so your will 
is done on earth the way it is 
in heaven.”


