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How do you know God’s will for your life? How do you hear Him speak? 
God is speaking all the time in different ways. Give the Holy Spirit space to 
speak into your life and He will.

Acts 
16:6-10 (ESV)

6 And they went through the region of 
Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by 
the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 7 And 
when they had come up to Mysia, they attempt-
ed to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did 
not allow them. 8 So, passing by Mysia, they 
went down to Troas. 9 And a vision appeared 
to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was 
standing there, urging him and saying, “Come 
over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 And when 
Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought 
to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God 
had called us to preach the gospel to them.

God’s direction 
comes to us in a 
variety of ways:

He can direct us by making His truth come alive 
as we read the Bible. (Heb. 4:12)

He can direct us by speaking to us in our 
thoughts. (Luke 2:25-32)

He can direct us in a dream, like He did for 
Paul, Timothy, & Silas.

He can also direct us through life’s circumstances, 
like He did for Paul, Timothy, & Silas.

He can direct us through the gift of prophecy 
working in others. (2 Kings 20:1-6)

He can direct us through a vision. (Gen. 15:1)

He can even speak to us audibly! 
(Matt. 17:5-6)

Questions: 
Do you think Paul was frustrated by the 
closed doors in Asia and Bithynia?

Has God ever directed you by saying “no” to 
some things? How did it turn out in the end?

Is it possible that God is speaking to you but 
you weren’t listening for Him?

Take an inventory of your life - are you hearing God’s 
direction in your life? Are you listening for it? 

When you hear, are you taking action?

What are some factors that make it easier 
to hear God’s direction? 

How can you increase them? 

What are some factors that make it harder 
to hear God’s direction? 

How can you decrease them?
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Acts 
16:6-10 
(The Message)

6-8 They went to Phrygia, and then on through 
the region of Galatia. Their plan was to turn west 
into Asia province, but the Holy Spirit blocked 
that route. So they went to Mysia and tried to go 
north to Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus wouldn’t 
let them go there either. Proceeding on through 
Mysia, they went down to the seaport Troas.
9-10 That night Paul had a dream: A Macedo-
nian stood on the far shore and called across 
the sea, “Come over to Macedonia and help 
us!” The dream gave Paul his map. We went to 
work at once getting things ready to cross over 
to Macedonia. All the pieces had come together. 
We knew now for sure that God had called us to 
preach the good news to the Europeans.

Paul and his friends 
didn’t know what to do 

next but God was giving them 
directions. He wants to give us 

directions too; if we’ll listen.

He can direct us by making His truth come alive 
as we read the Bible. (Heb. 4:12)

He can direct us by speaking to us in our 
thoughts. (Luke 2:25-32)

He can direct us in a dream, like He did for Paul, 
Timothy, & Silas.

He can also direct us through stuff that happens 
in life, like He did for Paul, Timothy, & Silas.

He can direct us by having other people give a 
message to us. (2 Kings 20:1-6)

He can direct us through a vision. (Gen. 15:1)

He can even speak to us out loud! 
(Mat. 17:5-6)

What are some things that make it easier to 
hear God’s direction? 

How can you increase them? 

What are some factors that make it harder to 
hear God’s direction? 

How can you decrease them?

Talk with your children about how God speaks to 
people and gives them direction for life.

“Lord, help us to always be listening for your 
voice so that when you direct us, we can hear 
You and follow Your instructions.”

“Today we pray for our Pastors, Missionaries 

Grant & Molly Wyatt in Asia, & _______________

_________________________________________

________________________________________.”
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